Abstract : This study investigates limitations of the null hypothesis statistical significance testing and further introduces the concept of effect size. Statistical significance investigated through the null hypothesis statistical significance testing cannot be grounds to judge the replicability and importance of research and is limited because it is a dichotomous criterion. In contrast, effect size estimates, the indices for practical significance, overcome the problems of statistical significance. Effect size can show the magnitude of difference between groups, and moreover, it is beneficial for comparison and accumulation of research findings. This study explores recent movements regarding the incorporation of effect size in general and then more specifically analyzes the trend of the use of effect size in geography education research in Korea. In addition, the methods to compute Cohen's d and h 2 (eta squared), which are likely to be used most frequently in geography education research, are introduced.
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